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Wh at is claimed is ; 

A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
food product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 
least one sheet of web material including at least 




two are as of structural^ weakness r having at least 
one fold structure located between and defined by 
said two areas of structural weakness, and an 
opening located generally opposite said fold 
10 structure; a reclosable fastener structure 

including a skirt structure of skirt web material 
jp extending therefrom; said skirt structure 

including a distal margin; said distal margin 
rj being coupled to said web material at, at least 

•f;» 15 one location between said areas of structural 

f« weakness and said opening; said reclosable 

W fastener structure extending past said areas of 

structural weakness and into said fold structure; 
CJ said reclosable bag capable of being filled with 

!T 20 at least one food product through said opening. 



2. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the skirt 
web material is integral to the reclosable 
25 fastener structure. 

Qhe reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the skirt 
eb material is coupled to the reclosable fastener 



structure . 

4 . The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein the integral 
skirt includes an outside surface and an inside 
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surface; the distal margin being located on the 
outside surface; the inside surface including 
predetermined area having a releasable adhesive 
material thereon; whereby a peelable seal may be 
formed . 



5 . The reclosable bag of claim 4 wherein the peelable 
seal, when formed, is hermetic. 

10 6. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said web 

material of said reclosable bag is substantially 
comprised of a sheet of a parent film material 
Q having predetermined dimensions . 

CO 

p 15 7. The parent film material of claim 6 wherein the 

= H areas of structural weakness are integral to said 

p parent film. 

£~ 8. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said areas 

E(l 20 of structural weakness extend linearly across a 

^ predetermined dimension of said sheet of web 

CI material . 

j~?5 

9. The reclosable bag of claim 8 wherein the 
25 predetermined dimension is width. 

10. The reclosable bag of claim 8 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is length. 

30 I 11. J The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness extend nonlinearly 
across a predetermined dimension of said sheet of 



said web material . 



12 A The reclosable bag of claim 11 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is width. 



13. \ The reclosable bag of claim 11 wherein the 
redetermined dimension is length. 



14. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness extend across a 
predetermined dimension of said sheet of web 
material in a predetermined pattern. 

15. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness comprise 
perforations . 

/iur^ The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness comprise scoring. 

/l7J The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness comprise 
microperf orations . 

18. The reclosable bag of claim 1 wherein said 
sheet of web material is comprised of a multiple 
laminate film. 



19. The reclosable bag of claim 18 wherein said 
multiple laminate film includes at least one layer 
of mat erial__compri sing a tear path. 
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20. The reclosable bag of claim 19 wherein said 
tear path is hermetic. 

A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
f ood^pti^du^t , said reclosable bag comprising/jat^ 
least one shj^t of web material i ncluding a first 
€a-of^structural weakness and a second area of 




structural weakness; said sheet of web material 



including at least one fold structure located 
between and defined by said first and second' areas 
of structural weakness, and a fill opening; ' said 
sheet of web material including a first panel 
coupled to said fold structure adjacent said first 
area of structural weakness and a second panel 
coupled to said fold structure adjacent said 
second area of structural weakness ;/a reclosable 
fastener structure including a male track 
structure and a female track structure; said male 
track structure including a first fin structure of 
web material extending therefrom and said female 
track structure including a second fin structure 
of web material extending therefrom; each said fin 
structure including a predetermined coupling 
portion; said coupling portion of said first fin 
structure being coupled to said f Ip/st panel and 
said coupling portion of said second fin structure 
being coupled to said second J panel; said 
reclosable fastener structure extending past said 
areas of structural weakness and into said fold 
structure; said areas of structural weakness being 
located below said reclosable fastener structure; 
said reclosable bag capable of being filled with 
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at least one food product through said fill 
opening. 

22. The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said 
areas of structural weakness are hermetic. 

23. The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said 
fill opening is located generally opposite said 
fold structure. 

•24. The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said 
first fin structure is larger than said second fin 
structure . 



15 1 25. The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said 
«j« first fin structure and said second fin structure 

each include a distal margin; said distal margins 
facing each other and at least one distal margin 
beirig coated with a releasable adhesive material. 

20 

26. The reclosable bag of claim 25 wherein said 
distal margins are releasably coupled to each 
other by said releasable adhesive material. 

25 27. The reclosable bag of claim 25 wherein at least 

one said distal margin is coated with said 
y releasable adhesive material and said distal 
margin is coupled to a predetermined portion of 
said web material. 

30 

28. The reclosable bag of claim 21 wherein said 
first fin structure and said second fin structure 
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are integral to each other and include a 
predetermined area of structural weakness located 
between said coupling portion of said first fin 
structure and said coupling portion of said second 
fin structure. 



CO 

H 



2£". A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
food product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 
least one sheet of web\material , at least one tear 
10 tape structure, at lea^t one fold structure, and 

an opening located generally opposite said fold 
structure; a reclosable fastener structure 
including at least one integral skirt structure of 
skirt web material extending therefrom; said 
15 integral skirt structure including at least one 

distal margin; said distal margin being coupled to 

Lst one location 
re ai\d said opening; 
;ur^ extending past 

20 said tear tape structure anJJ/ into said fold 

structure; said reclosable 
filled with at least on§^tooa pr 



said web material at, 
between said tear tape structi 
said reclosable fastener stru< 



capable of being 
duct . 



3jGK A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
25 food product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 

least one sheet of web material having at least 
one fold structure presenting at \ least two 
sidewall structures having inside surfaces, and an 
opening located generally opposite said fold 
30 structure; a reclosable fastener structure 

including an integral skirt structure comprising a 
web material extending therefrom and including 
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opposed distal margin structures; said web 
material of isaid integral skirt structure being 
sealed to saiql inside surfaces at a plurality of 
predetermined \ sealing areas; a barrier web 
material extending between and coupled to said 
distal margin structures. 



10 



31. The reclosable^ bag of claim 30 wherein said 
barrier web material extends between and is 
coupled to said si&ewall structures, 



r=1 
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32. The reclosable bag of claim 31 wherein said 
barrier web material \is coupled to at least one of 
said sidewall structures by at least one peelable 
seal . 



5 J 
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33. The reclosable-— bgg cli 
predetermined sealing alreas arjz 
respective sidewall st\rufct\ 



3 0 wherein said 
located on said 



34. The reclosable tfag of \ claim 3 0 wherein said 
barrier web material V s coupled to said 
predetermined sealing ar^yas by at least one 
peelable seal . 

35. The reclosable bag of clAim 30 wherein said 
barrier web material includes kt least one area of 
structural weakness extending generally parallel 
to said predetermined sealing areas. 

36. The reclosable bag of claim 3u_ wherein said 
barrier web material includes at least one area of 



structural weakness extending generally parallel 
to sanSd predetermined sealing areas. 

3 7/A realisable bag for filling with at least one 
* food product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 
least one sheet of web material including at least 
one predetermined tear area, at least one fold 
structure, ^nd an opening located generally- 
opposite sai\i fold structure; a reclosable 
fastener structure including at least one integral 
skirt structure\of skirt web material extending 
therefrom; said integral skirt structure including 
at least one dislra3>^eaargin; said distal margin 
being coupled to said web material at, at least 
one location between s^id tear area and said 
opening; said re^^sable fastener structure 
extending past said teVr area and into said fold 
structure; said reclosable bag capable of being 
filled with at least one\food product. 

38. The reclosable bag ofi claim 37 further 
including at least one headeit material located in 
a predetermined area of said :£old structure. 

39. The reclosable bag of claim\3 8 wherein said 
header material includes at J\east one edge 
structure adjacent said tear area A 

40. The reclosable bag of claim \37 further 
including at least one tear tape structure coupled 
to said web material and adjacent to Isaid tear 
area . 
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A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
SEood product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 
least one sheet of web material having a 
propensity to tear along at last two predetermined 
tear Nareas; having at least one fold structure 
located, between and defined by said two tear 
areas, auad an opening located generally opposite 
said fold. structure; a reclosable fastener 
structure including a skirt structure of skirt web 
material extending therefrom; said skirt structure 
including a distal margin; said distal margin 
being coupled to said web material at, at least 
one location betwteen said two tear areas and said 
opening; said ra^losable fastener structure 
extending past said\two tear areas and into said 
fold structure; saicK reclosable bag capable of 
being filled with acv least one food product 
through said opening. \ 

The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the 
skirt web material is integral to the reclosable 
fastener structure . 



. ) The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the 

"skirt web material is coupled to the reclosable 
fastener structure . 




The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the 
integral skirt includes an outside surface and an 
inside surface; the distal margin being located on 



the outside surface; the inside surface including_ 
predetermined area having a releasable adhesive 
' material thereon; whereby a peelable seal may be 
formed . 

45. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein the 
peelable seal, when formed, is hermetic. 

46. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said web 
material of said reclosable bag is substantially 
comprised of a sheet of a parent film material 
having predetermined dimensions. 

47. The parent film material of claim 46 wherein 
the tear areas are integral to said parent film. 

48. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 
tear areas extend linearly across a predetermined 
dimension of said sheet of web material. 

49. The reclosable bag of claim 48 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is width. 

50. The reclosable bag of claim 48 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is length. 



51 J The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 
tear areas extend nonlinearly across a 
predetermined dimension of said sheet of said web 
.--material. 

52 . / The reclosable bag of claim 51 wherein the 
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predetermined dimension is width. 

53) The reclosable bag of claim 51 wherein the 
predetermined dimension is length. 

The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 
;-ear areas extend across a predetermined dimension 
of said sheet of web material in a predetermined 
pattern. 

55. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 
tear areas comprise perforations. 

fi| A 56.) The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein saxd 

-■!; 15 — tear areas comprise scoring. 

}«! \ 57. y The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 
vytear areas comprise microperf orations . 

s n 

r'r 20 58. The reclosable bag of claim 41 wherein said 

pi sheet of web material is comprised of a multiple 

'r' J laminate film. 

59. The reclosable bag of claim 58 wherein at least 
25 one layer of said multiple laminate film material 

includes said tear areas. 

60. The reclosable bag of claim 59 wherein said 
tear areas are hermetic. 



A reclosable bag for filling with at least one 
food product, said reclosable bag comprising: at 
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least one sheet of web material having at least 
one fold structure located between at least two 
predetermined areas having a propensity to tear in 
a predetermined direction and presenting at least 
5 two sidewall structures having inside surfaces, 

and an opening located generally opposite said 
fold structure; a reclosable fastener structure, 
located in said fold structure, including a skirt 
structure comprising a web material extending 
10 therefrom and including opposed distal margin 

structures; said web material of said integral 
skirt structure being sealed to said inside 
surfaces at a plurality of predetermined sealing 
areas . 



15 
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62. The reclosable bag of claim 61 further 
comprising a barrier web material extending 
between and coupled to said distal margin 
structures . 



A method of manufacturing a reclosable bag for 
lling with at least one food product, said 
reclosable bag comprising: at least one sheet of 
web material including a first area of structural 
25 weakness\and a second area of structural weakness; 

said sheet^of webjnaterial including at least one 
fold structurWlocated between and defined by said 
first and secon\ areas of structural weakness, and 
a fill opefning;\ said sheet of web material 
30 including a f irst >pane!lx coupled to said fold 

structure aujacent s^Xa first area of structural 
weakness andV^econd pasnel coupled to said fold 



52 - 



10 



r ;: 5 



15 



20 



25 



30 



structure adjacent said second area of structural 
weakness; a reclosable fastener structure 
including a male track structure and a female 
track\ structure; said male track structure 
inducting a first fin structure of web material 
extending therefrom and said female track 
structuite including a second fin structure of web 
material \ extending therefrom; each said fin 
structure\ including a predetermined coupling 
portion; fcaid coupling portion of said first fin 
structure Being coupled to said first panel and 
said coupling portion of said second fin structure 
being coupled to said second panel; said 
reclosable fastener structure extending past said 
areas of strudtural weakness and into said fold 
structure; said\a^ea^qf structural weakness being 
located below £ad.d reclosable fastener structure ; 
said reclosable J^ag capable of being filled with 

d product through said fill 
d methbd comprising: 

aid sh§et of web" material along a 
located between said 
akness to form said fold 



at least o: 
opening, sa 
folding 
predetermined 
areas of st 



folding\ are 



ruct 

structure ; 

inserting said recusable fastener into said 
fold structure; 

coupling said distal \margin of said integral 
skirt structure to said web\material ; 

sealing said web material along at least two 
predetermined linear areasy located generally 
perpendicular to said fold structure, 

filling said reclosable bag with at least one 
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fooct product through said opening; and sealing said 
opening . 

64 . Ihe method of claim 63 wherein the step of 
searing said web material along at least two 
predetermined linear areas occurs last. 
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65. The Method of claim 63 wherein the first step 
is coupling at least one predetermined portion of 
said disvtal margin of said integral skirt 
structure t$o at least one predetermined portion of 
said web material prior to folding said sheet of 
web material\ 

66. The method \pf _cJ_aim 63 including the further 
step of inserting and\sealing a header material 
into said predetermined >f old area at least prior 
to the step of scaling said web material along at 
least saicj two predetermined linear areas 

67. The method of ciaim 63 including the further 
step of inserting and scaling at least one tear 
structure \into saif3Apredetermined fold area at 
least prior to the ^step of sealing said web 
material along at least said two predetermined 
linear areas. 



68. The method of claim 63\ including the further 
step of sealing a predetermined portion of said 
30 fold structure and f orming\ a header structure; 

said further step being subsequent to said step of 
folding said sheet of web \ material along a 
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predetermined folding area located between said 
areas of structural weakness to form said fold 
structure . 



A metihod of manufacturing a reclosable bag for 
filling \with at least one food product, said 
reclosable bag including at least one sheet of web 
material hWing at least one predetermined tear 
area, at least one fold structure, and an opening 
located generally opposite said fold structure; a 
reclosable fastener assembly including at least 
one integral skirt structure of skirt web material 
extending theretrom; said integral skirt structure 
including at leAst one distal margin; said distal 
margin being couWled to said web material at, at 
least one locatipi\ between V^id tear area and said 
opening; said/ reclosable fastener structure 
extending past/ saiA tear area and into said fold 
structure; sadjd reclosable bag capable of being 
filled with at I least csne food product, said method 
comprising: foVding said aheet of web material 
along a predetermrrted^trfding area to produce said 
fold structure; inserting said reclosable fastener 
assembly into said fold structure; coupling said 
distal margin of said integral skirt structure to 
said web material; sealing said web material along 
at least two predetermined Uinear areas located 
generally perpendicular to said fold structure; 
filling said reclosable bag wi^h at least one food 
product through said opening ;\ and sealing said 
opening . 



i 
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70V N The method of claim 69 wherein the step of 
sealing said web material along at least two 
predetermined linear areas occurs last. 
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71. The method of claim 69 wherein the first step 
is (\oupling at least one predetermined portion of 
said\ distal margin of said integral skirt 
structure to at least one predetermined portion of 
said wfeb material prior to folding said sheet of 
web material . 



15 



72. The method of claim 69 including the further 
step of inserting and sealing a header material 
into said predetermined fold area at least prior 
to the sten of sealing said web material along at 
least said Vw^P^edetermined linear areas. 



f"3 



73. The metModX of claim 69 including the further 
step of inserting and sealing at least one tear 
20 structure into\ said predetermined fold area at 

least pri\or to\ the^/^tep of sealing said web 
material, along — c^t least said two predetermined 
linear areas. 



25 74. The method of cmim 69 including the further 

step of sealing a ^predetermined portion of said 
fold structure and\rprming a header structure; 
said further step bei^t subsequent to said step of 
folding said sheet \>£ web material along a 
30 predetermined folding ajjrea located between said 

areas of structural weakness to form said fold 
structure . 
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